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Transportation Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Meeting 
Minutes of June 2, 2021 (Zoom and In-Person) 
 

Members Present  LRPC Staff 

Malcolm (Tink) Taylor - Holderness, Chair 
George Tuthill – Alexandria 
David Kerr – Barnstead 
Dari Sassan (Alt) – Belmont 
Mark Hempton - Effingham 
Meghan Theriault - Gilford 
Paul Hazelton – Hebron 
Krista Larsen - Laconia 
John Edgar- Meredith 
Robert Pollock - New Hampton 
Joe Fagnant – Plymouth 
Juliet Harvey-Bolia (Alt) – Plymouth  
John Gotjen - Tamworth 
Lee Anne Moynihan – Tilton 
Tavis Austin – Wolfeboro 

Jeffrey Hayes, Executive Director 
Susan Slack, Principal Planner 
Jessica Bighinatti, Assistant Planner 
 
 

Guests 

Congressman Chris Pappas 
Kari Thurman, Rep. Pappas Staff, 
Fran Taylor, Rep. Pappas Staff 
Jessica Wilcox, NHDES 
Wesley Anderson, Laconia Public Works Director 
Julie Dolan, Sandwich Broadband Committee 

 
Non-Voting Members 

Lucy St. John, NHDOT, Bureau of Planning and Community Assistance 
Samantha Fifield, NHDOT District 3 
Chris Turgeon, NHDOT District 2 
Cindy Yanksi, Belknap Merrimack CAP 

 
 
1. Welcome and Introductions / Call to Order 
Chairman Taylor called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. and read the required Notice of Electronic 
Meeting pursuant to the Governor’s Executive Order 2020-16.  Attendees and guests introduced 
themselves. 
 
2. Approval of Minutes 
At the request of the Chair, a motion to approve the April 7, 2021 meeting minutes was made by P. Hazelton 
and seconded by R. Pollock with corrections. A roll call vote was taken, and all voting TAC members voted 
in favor. J. Harvey-Bolia abstained. 
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3. Transportation Updates 
Transportation Alternatives Program 
S. Slack updated TAC members on the five TAP projects that were prioritized by TAC and submitted to 
NHDOT in April.  The results of the scoring prioritized the projects in the following order: 
 

1. Laconia: Multi-use trail, sidewalks – Elm St and Hickory Stick Lane 
2. Plymouth: Pave Warren Street, Russell Street, Crawford Street, and the intersection of 
Russell and Pleasant Streets and connect to sidewalk work on Main Street 
3. Moultonborough: Bike-ped pathway Phase III – Moultonboro Neck Road  
4. Bristol: 4-season multi-use pathway on abandoned RR bed along Pemigewasset River – 
Bristol Falls Park to Profile Falls 
5. Belmont: Winnisquam Scenic Trail Phase II paved multi-use trail – Osborne’s Agway (US 3) 
to Jefferson Road 
 

S. Slack said the final selection of projects will be done through a statewide process and recommended by 
NHDOT. She reported more funding will be put toward TAP projects than originally planned - $12 million 
instead of $6 million. Also, NHDOT will contract with a consultant for design services for TAP projects, 
which would relieve municipalities from some project administration and will allow DOT to manage projects 
on behalf of municipalities, with active communication between municipalities and the on-call consulting 
engineer. DOT will speed up the process to have projects ready to bid, and some will be ready to 
bid immediately while others will be “on the shelf” ready to go. Municipalities will not have to appropriate the 
full cost of the project, just the municipal match. DOT recommended that the Congressional delegation take 
the top ranked TAP projects from each region as legislative earmarks in the infrastructure bill; the TAP 
program could fund any overruns in project costs, and be able to fund projects deeper on the TAP list. 
 
L. St. John noted that projects for TAP will be added into the Ten Year Plan and there have not been any 
official updates on the federal legislation. 
 
Ten Year Plan 
J. Bighinatti discussed the two new projects from the Lake Region proposed to NHDOT for the 2023-
2032 Ten Year Plan as well as the additional money dedicated to the Tilton project that was incorporated 
into the 2021-2030 Plan.  

• Tilton – Main St/School St Improvements (roundabout) (42600) 
• added to the 2021-2030 Ten Year Plan 
•  exceeded available allocation by $619,123 
• #1 priority for this year’s TYP is the $619,123 from last round 

 
• Meredith – NH 25 

• Improvements to 4 intersections east of the village 
• NHDOT project estimate - $2,813,515 

 
• Plymouth – Tenney Mountain Highway (NH 25) 

• Roundabout at Smith Bridge Road intersection 
• NHDOT project  estimate - $2,835,819 
 

J. Bighinatti said the GACIT meeting dates have not been announced yet, but will take place over the summer 
and fall. Meetings will be hybrid the public may participate. GACIT will review NHDOT’s proposed Ten 
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Year Plan, hold public meetings around the state, and make its recommendations to the Governor prior to 
the end of 2021. The Plan will then be taken up by the state legislature for final approval. 
 
 
NH State Bike Ped Plan 
J. Bighinatti updated TAC members on the development of the Statewide Pedestrian and Bicycle Plan, which 
is scheduled to be published in Fall 2021. She said LRPC had provided information to the consultants 
working on the plan on desired bicycle and sidewalk segments in the Lakes Region. She also noted that LRPC 
had coordinated an in-person workshop with NHDOT in 2019 at which members of the public were able to 
comment on desired bike lanes, sidewalks and trails. She said LRPC plans to update its 2012 Lakes Region  
Bike Ped Plan during the coming year. 
 
4. Congressman Chris Pappas – Transportation Infrastructure 
Rep. Pappas, who serves on the US House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, spoke about 
the transportation and infrastructure proposals under discussion in Congress. He said the focus is on 
safety improvements for highways and bridges, as well as funding for expanded broadband, water and 
sewer, and energy infrastructure. He said he supports including funding for bicycle and pedestrian 
infrastructure to improve the connectivity of bike-ped and rail-trail systems. Improved public transit 
facilities for older residents and funding for rail may also be included in the legislation.    
 
T. Taylor asked what the definition of infrastructure is. Rep. Pappas said that is one of the first questions 
to be answered by the bill. Debate will focus on whether the bill will be limited to traditional forms of 
infrastructure, such as transportation, or whether additional infrastructure will be added, such as housing, 
renewable energy, broadband, water and sewer. Another issue to be debated is how green the bill be and 
whether it will include emissions reduction measures and such things as electric vehicle charging stations. 
How an infrastructure bill will be paid for is another question that needs to be asked. Rep. Pappas said the 
bill needs to be funded in a sustainable manner.  
 
J. Dolan urged the inclusion of broadband funding in the bill. Rep. Pappas agreed that reliable broadband 
service is important to communities. Affordability is important due to the lack of infrastructure/systems 
built; many broadband projects still need to be built. Mapping could be help assist in fixing gaps of 
broadband systems.  
 
In responding to questions from TAC members, Rep. Pappas noted that the legislation that authorizes 
current transportation funding expires at the end of the federal fiscal year in September and that the 
current discussions in Congress are focused on funding levels for the next round. He said New Hampshire 
is hopeful the bill will fund more projects.. 
 
T. Taylor asked about the potential for increases in the federal gas tax, which funds transportation 
projects, and how the push for electric vehicles will affect the gas tax. Rep. Pappas said the federal gas tax 
has not increased since the 1990s and that improvements in gas mileage and the introduction of electric 
vehicles has meant less gas tax money to fund transportation. He said there are proposals for pilot 
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programs to base fees on vehicle miles traveled and other efforts to understand the gas tax and how to 
better utilize it. 
 
5. Electric Vehicles and Electric Vehicle Charging – Jessica Wilcox, NHDES 
J. Wilcox, a transportation specialist at the NH Department of Environmental Services and coordinator of 
the Granite State Clean Cities Coalition, gave a presentation on “Positioning Your Communities for 
Electric Vehicles.” She discussed the different types of electric vehicles:  

• Battery Electric Vehicles (BEVs) powered solely by an electric battery 
• Plug-in Hybrid Electric Vehicles (PHEVs) powered by a combination of an electric motor and a 

gasoline engine 
• Both BEVs and PHEVs are considered Plug-in Electric Vehicles (PEVs) and require electricity to 

charge the electric battery. 
She described the environmental and consumer benefits of EVs, which include reduced emissions of 
NOx, greenhouse gases and other pollutants, and are cheaper to fuel and maintain than fossil fuel 
powered vehicles. She also described the three types of EV charging: 
  

• Level 1: 2-5 miles of range per hour of charging  
o Standard 120v AC Wall Outlet 

• Level 2: 10-25 miles of range per hour of charging 
o Requires 240v electrical service and dedicated 40-amp circuit, which is the same used by a 

clothes drier or stove 
• DCFC: 60-80 miles of range per 20 minutes of charging 

o Requires three-phases 480v AC electric circuit 
o Needs to be mounted on an equipment pad 

She discussed DC Fast Chargers and highlighted information available from the US Department of 
Energy’s Resource EV Charger Selection Guide: 
https://afdc.energy.gov/files/u/publication/EV_Charger_Selection_Guide_ 2018-01-112.pdf 
 
Also discussed were locations in New Hampshire for EV charging stations, including schools, downtowns, 
park and rides, and other commercial areas. Federal Highway Administration designated EV corridors in 
New Hampshire include: I-89, I-93, I-95, F.E. Everett Turnpike, Spaulding Turnpike/NH 16, US-302, 
US-2, US-4, NH 9, NH 11, NH 12, and NH 101. 
 
he Granite State Clean Cities Coalition Newsletter contains more details: 
https://www.granitestatecleancities.nh.gov/happ ening/documents/news-20200910.pdf 
 
J. Wilcox also discussed issues involved in the permitting of new EV charging stations. New Hampshire 
municipalities can determine their own electric permitting process. As a result, the permitting process for 

https://afdc.energy.gov/files/u/publication/EV_Charger_Selection_Guide_%202018-01-112.pdf
https://www.granitestatecleancities.nh.gov/happ%20ening/documents/news-20200910.pdf
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EV charging stations is often undefined, resource intensive, lengthy, and variable from place to place. She 
offered suggestion to streamline the permitting process:  

o Standardize the permit view and inspection process 
o Classify stations as an accessory use that do not trigger zoning reviews and clearly identify 

any exceptions. 
o Provide concurrent reviews for building, electrical, etc. 
o Clearly establish the grounds for denying a permit. 
o Develop inspection checklists specifying what needs to be inspected and when, that the 

project will be inspected to ensure consistency with issued permits, documents to bring, 
and who should be present. 

o Make the permitting process transparent 
o Create facts sheets to clearly identify required application materials, where to find 

applications, timelines, fees, and points-of-contact. 
o Feature this information prominently on website. 

o Offer options to submit permit applications electronically 
o Provide forms, ideally fillable PDF applications that accept electronic signatures, online; 

or 
o Provide application forms on website and allow applications to be submitted via email. 

o Count EV charging spaces as parking spaces 
o Update ordinances to clarify that spaces for charging stations count toward minimum 

parking requirements. 
o To incentivize the deployment of charging stations, some municipalities count EV 

charging spaces as more than one parking space for zoning purposes. 
 
P. Hazelton asked if there is a limitation for a town or individual putting in a level 2 charger if a town does 
not have an ordinance. J. Wilcox said there would be a limitation for someone hiring an electrician and 
installing a Level 2 charger. P. Hazelton also asked if there is EV battery recycling or reclaiming. J. Wilcox 
said this is a growing discussion in the U.S., there aren’t many sites in the U.S. reclaiming and recycling, 
but Tesla is a company that is pushing for this to happen. 
 
D. Kerr asked about the cost of charging an EV at a public site and the effect of winter driving on the EV 
using a defroster and heater. J. Wilcox said the EV charger site host takes on the cost of charging the 
vehicle. An online interactive map was shown displaying nearest charging stations and the cost of its use.t. 
She said that EVs tend to use more energy heating the car and all its systems during the winter, but car 
companies are creating vehicles that have better technology that can help better regulate temperature and 
systems energy uses. 
 
6. Other Business 
 
T. Taylor discussed the possibility of having a fully in-person TAC meeting for September 1.  J. Hayes said a 
majority would be needed to meet in person to establish a quorum, and that a hybrid meeting (in-person and 
virtual) would allow for those who want to attend in person. A poll will be sent out during the summer break 
to see how many members will attend in person or virtually.  
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J. Bighinatti said that letters for TAC membership had been sent to those whose appointment will expire 
during the summer and advised members to follow up with their town offices to have appointment letters 
sent to LRPC. 
 

Next TAC Meeting, September 1, 2021 – Hybrid 
 
7. Adjournment 
The Chair asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  P. Hazelton made the motion, it was seconded by R. 
Pollock, and the meeting adjourned at 3:53 p.m. 
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