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Pemigewasset River Local Advisory Committee 

June 27, 2017 at Pease Public Library 

Plymouth, New Hampshire 

 

Minutes 

 

Members Present: 

Max Stamp (Bristol); Dan Paradis (Bristol); Barry Draper (New Hampton); Leigh Sharps 

(Ashland); Bill Bolton (Plymouth); Fred Gunter (Thornton). 

 

Also Present: 

 David Toth and Alan Cilley (Ashland Water & Sewer Commission), Tony Giunta and Mike 

Ciance (Nobis Engineering), Russ Brummer and Gretchen Draper (New Hampton), Eli Badger and 

Christina Cilley (Ashland), David Jeffers (Lakes Region Planning Commission) 

 

Call to Order: 

Chairman Bill Bolton called the meeting to order with a quorum present at 7:00 PM.  

 

Approval of Minutes: 

Max Stamp made a motion seconded by Barry Draper to approve the minutes of May 30, 2017 

with three name corrections.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

Kim Ayers Award 

 Chairman Bill Bolton congratulated Max Stamp on being presented the Kim Ayers Award  for 

extraordinary voluntary effort to maintain and improve the environmental quality of the region at the 

Lakes Region Planning Commission’s Annual Meeting. Bill read the full description of the award and 

qualifications along with the names of several previous recipients.   

 

Ashland Treatment Ponds 

At the request of Chairman Bolton, David Toth and Allen Cilley of the Ashland Water & Sewer 

Commission (AWSC) and Tony Guinta and Mike Ciance of Nobis Engineering spoke with the group 

about the Ashland Sewage Treatment Ponds. The AWSC hired Nobis Engineering to conduct an analysis 

of the Ashland Sewage Treatment Ponds, gathering information from historic records, DES OneStop, and 

photographs. The purpose of the report is to serve as a baseline study upon which changes might be 

measured and future decisions based.  

The lagoons are not impermeable, they do have a bituminous layer at their base. There is 25’-35’ 

of sand under the lagoons and groundwater runs about 15’ below the lagoons. There are test borings and 

sentry wells between the lagons and the river. The lagoons appear to be functioning properly. Since the 

1990s an estimated 50,000 gallons per day (gpd) leach into the sand. The lagoons have the capability to 

accept 800,000 gpd, currently the most that they are taking in is 250,000 gpd. The system serves about 

550 customers. 

It was noted that records of the AWSC are incomplete. Reports were done by DES and EPA in 

1996 and one was completed by Emery & Garrett. Links to the Nobis report and the Emery & Garrett 

reports will be shared with LRPC and distributed to representatives.  

There were concerns expressed, especially pertaining to NPT activity, including damage to the 

wells by heavy equipment and a spill into the wellhead area, especially petroleum. There was also 

discussion about drilling needs, muds, and chemicals. Also discussed were the differences between 

monopoles and lattice towers; the latest news is the that the less invasive lattice towers are being adopted. 

 

 



 

2. 

 

Updates on Permit Applications: 

Bill Bolton visited the site of a proposed culvert replacement in Campton and showed photos of 

the site. There was discussion of methods for reducing the impact of run-off. B. Bolton asked for 

comments from M. O’Donnell and will respond to DES. 

 

Northern Pass Transmission 

 Max Stamp and Barry Draper reported that testimony is taking longer than expected and several 

days will be added to the schedule in August to meet the September 30 deadline. Testimony picks up July 

18 and there will be an opportunity for public testimony July 20. There was discussion about whether the 

US Army Corps of Engineers was taking any steps regarding NPT. 

 

Water Testing Update 

 The testing is on schedule. Amanda Bridge from NH DES will visit the water monitoring crews 

to demonstrate the use of new Dissolved Oxygen and Conductivity meters,  July 11 and 12 are set for lab 

testing. Discussions with PSU and New Hampton School are continuing regarding the possible 

involvement of students in the monitoring program. 

 

Open Issues 

Special Election of Vacant Officer: 

 The position of Secretary is now vacant and needs to be filled. Bill Bolton suggested that the 

responsibility might rotate among members for the time being. 

 

Other 

• Bill Bolton gave an update on the status of an energy transmission project being proposed 

by National Grid and encouraged representatives to watch that project.  

• On July 11 there will be a River Tour, Super, and Public Hearing regarding the 

Nomination of the Warner River as a Designated River. This is open to all. 

 

Adjournment:   

Fred Gunter made a motion seconded by Max Stamp to adjourn.  The motion passed unanimously 

and the meeting was adjourned at 8:55 P.M. 

  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

David Jeffers 

 


