
Biography 

GEORGE M. BALD 

 

George Bald was elected Mayor of the City of Somersworth, NH in 1978, the youngest 

Mayor in the City’s history at 27 years old. He served three two-year terms, leaving office in 

1984. At that time, Somersworth had a strong Mayor form of government, so he served as 

chief executive of the City. During this period, he was instrumental in the expansion of the 

Route 16 Industrial Park and the development of the Malley Farm Industrial Park.   

 

After leaving Somersworth, he began the Economic Development department for the City 

of Rochester, NH. George directed efforts to retain existing companies and set up a 

program to attract new industries. He managed the development of the City’s own  

Ten Rod Road Industrial Park and helped create a public/private development group to 

assist with the construction of a new industrial facility at the Granite State Industrial Park.  

From 1991-93 George served as City Manager. From 1984-95 Rochester gained over one 

million square feet of new manufacturing space and created 4,000 new manufacturing jobs. 

 

George began his duties as Economic Development Director for the Pease Development 

Authority in August, 1994. He assisted in the redevelopment of the old Pease Air Force Base 

into a world class business park. His duties included recommending buildings to be 

redeveloped, demolished or upgraded, as well as recruitment of new businesses and the 

retention of existing companies. In 1998, Governor Jeanne Shaheen appointed George as 

Commissioner of the Department of Resources and Economic Development for the State of 

New Hampshire.  As Commissioner, was responsible for the Division of Forests & Lands, the 

Division of Parks and Recreation, the Division of Travel & Tourism and the Division of 

Economic Development. In that capacity, George worked closely with other departments 

such as Environmental Services, Banking, Public Utilities Commission, Safety, Attorney 

General and others. Governor Jeanne Shaheen reappointed him in 2002. For his work in 

attracting Fraser Papers to purchase the bankrupt American Tissue mills in 2002, he was 

awarded Honorary Citizenship by the City of Berlin and the Town Gorham. 

 

He was appointed Executive Director of the Pease Development Authority in May 2004, 

overseeing the continuing development of the 3,000-acre business park/airport. Governor 

John Lynch asked George to return as Commissioner of the Department of Resources & 

Economic Development. He was confirmed in April, 2006, and reappointed for another  

4-year term in April 2010. He retired from State service in November 2012. He recently 

worked for Healthtrust Inc and Cate Street Capital.  He serves on the Board of Directors of 

Granite Bank and the Pease Development Authority. 

 

George is a U.S. Navy veteran.  He lives in Somersworth with his wife Candace Small.   

They have one son, Casey Bald. 

 


