
 

 

Pemigewasset River Local Advisory Committee 

August 25, 2015 at Pease Public Library 

Plymouth, New Hampshire 

 

Minutes 

 

Members Present: 

Max Stamp (Bristol); Dan Paradis (Bristol); Dan Stack (Ashland); Leigh Sharps (Ashland); Bill Bolton 

(Plymouth); Kelly van Lingen (New Hampton); Carl Lehner (Holderness). 

 

Also Present: 

 Dave Jeffers (LRPC); Chris Marshall, John Rogers and friend (riparian landowners, Bristol). 

 

Call to Order: 

Chairman Max Stamp called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM.  He welcomed the new members and asked 

everyone present to give their name and town. 

 

Approval of Minutes: 

 Dan Stack made a motion seconded by Carl Lehner to approve the minutes of June 30, 2015.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

PRLAC Water Testing Schedule: 

 Max reported that despite the spotty rain earlier in the day, samples were collected and delivered to DES in 

Concord.  Testing, however, was limited due to the weather.  For the benefit of the new members, Max distributed a 

map showing the test sites for the VRAP program and he gave a brief summary of the program, pointing out that 

testing on the Pemi was almost non-existent until VRAP was initiated.  When asked if they would be willing to 

extend this year’s testing to September 8-9, those involved indicated they would be willing to do so. 

 

 Permit Reviews: 

 Max reviewed PRLAC’s role when development activity occurs within the protected shoreland as defined 

in the Shoreland Water Quality Protection Act (SWQPA).  He used as an example a single-home development on 

one acre in Campton which he and Jane Kellogg visited on August 12.  He felt the plan provided by the applicant 

really didn’t make clear some of the potential issues which were apparent from the site visit.  Dave Jeffers explained 

some of the procedural problems involved in setting up and reporting on site visits, which the law regards as public 

meetings if a quorum is present.  In the example cited earlier, the report was sent to DES informally because of these 

problems.  Dave pointed out that DES is only able to perform a site visit for about 10% of the shoreland 

applications, so they appreciate our efforts in this regard. 

 

Northern Pass: 

 Copies of PRLAC’s 2012 “Resolution”, a position paper opposing the Northern Pass project, had been 

circulated by email before the meeting.  At the time the resolution was approved by PRLAC, it was sent to everyone 

who might in some way influence the outcome of the application.  The matter has come up again because of 

significant changes recently proposed by Eversource.  These include burying 60 miles of cable, a reduction in 

transmission capacity, and the allotment of a share of the power transmitted to New Hampshire.  A forum on the 

revised proposal is being held in Bridgewater on August 26.  Max solicited input from everyone at the table and the 

consensus was that the 2012 resolution needed to be revised, but that some time would be needed to evaluate the 

new Northern Pass proposal.  When Dave Jeffers was asked about LRPC’s position, he said that they are open 

minded at this point and have not taken a position.  He reminded the group that PRLAC should restrict its evaluation 

of the new proposal to its area of responsibility, which includes the effects on the river and its corridor.  A 

suggestion was made that a representative from Eversource be invited to meet with PRLAC and this met with 

general approval.  Max asked who would attend the Bridgewater forum and those planning to go included Max, Bill 

Bolton and Kelly van Lingen. 

 

River Clean-up: 

 Max invited Chris Marshall to speak to a proposal for river bank clean-up which he had made in an email 

to Dave Jeffers.  Chris feels the proposed drawdown of the river above Ayers Island Dam starting September 7 



 

 

provides a unique opportunity for cleaning up the riverbanks.  This led to some discussion of how this might be 

carried out.  Suggestions included involving the conservation commissions of the affected towns, soliciting students 

from New Hampton School and Tilton School, and distributing handbills at the transfer stations.  Chris said he 

would make some calls and set up whatever efforts he can before the drawdown date. 

 

PRLAC Funding: 

 Dave Jeffers was asked about PRLAC’s financial status.  He did not have the detailed figures with him but 

will make a report next time.  Max explained that our funding comes from the corridor towns, which contribute 

$200-$250 each.  He will be writing another appeal to the towns shortly. 

 

RSA 483-B Information Sources: 

 This agenda item was a reminder to members of the importance of being familiar with the laws providing 

protection to the Pemi, particularly RSA 483-B.  Web addresses were provided on the agenda for the text of the act, 

summaries of minimum standards, and the SWQPA website.  Members (new and old) were encouraged to use these 

to be better informed. 

 

Friends of the Pemi Report: 

 Max reported briefly on the status of the “Friends of the Pemi” project at Livermore Falls.  A new state 

park has been created there and improvements to date include the installation of picnic tables, barbecue pits and 

portable toilets.  Significant improvements to parking are planned when funding becomes available.  The aim is the 

“gentrification” of an area which has been abused in the past. 

 

2016 Local Source Water Protection Grants: 

 Dave Jeffers passed out an announcement of the 2016 Local Source Water Protection Grants being awarded 

by DES for projects which contribute to the protection of drinking water sources.   He also provided members with a 

list of approved projects from past years.  He suggested that if anyone has either town-specific proposals or 

proposals supporting the PRLAC Management Plan, LRPC may be able to help. 

 

Adjournment: 
Dan Stack made a motion seconded by Carl Lehner to adjourn.  The motion passed unanimously and the 

meeting was adjourned at 8:45 PM. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Daniel A. Paradis 

Acting Secretary 

 

  


